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brother Joe, i and Aleci
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s a big

in the company,.
I, —Hugh Bassett,

existing

tiance, tells Joe he has heard he

the whereabouts of Jim Dauu
earn the reward offered b,
inson family. The boy’s

| convincing.

\ CHAPTER IIL.
ranglng for a vacation
betray:

Joe Tracy Is
trip. To

Dallas, and to secure
privacy the‘y arrange to meet
smy

building.

APT.
lhot

BR IV.—The sound of
startles the

in the library.
bursts in with the anhouncement i
Sybll has been sho
ff by the swift
races by the island.

|| not see the murderer. Bassett
i Abel Williams.

i o
ably on his trip.

denee, and the authorities arrange

that no one can leave the island.

APTER
tragedy with .
Williams

VI — Discussing

voices the opinion

Whlla they are talklng
them hasten there.
CHAPTER

— Anne:

is also uneasy about Joe.

and hidin,

is unoccupied.

planation is accepted.

CHAPTER Vil

morning. Before this,

Saunders’ room,

}nd been locked and untouehed.
in

t he

»eped
warm and s
| come as. if w:
lThc signs
caught  the

morning

eyes of

A delicate perfume filled the ai

tation still Mngered

had gone.
the spell.

‘but for the last hanger.
put her costume there,”

the bed, beside it ‘a’ cloak and
black hat with a water-lily
nishing ‘the brim.

Bassett nodded,

of the black hat.

costume.

place in the
It was, covered with a
toilet articles, cold cream
rouge. boxes, powders and scents,
silver hand mirror,
white. gloves.
a beaded bag'and opened it. It con-
tained a wisp of a handkerchief, a
bunch' of keys, a lipstick, and a
gold change purse.

lar

money she had?” he queried.
“Why not?" said Bassett,
guess some of ‘us
much, She didn't need any.
our expenses were pald and sh
was” going straight home. One
these bills was probably
for Miss Pinkney."”
Nothing more came to light.
closets were . empty,

all gigns of recent habitation

ney's energetic hand. A steam

PRO
the enfo

allas, lurer in efense
Homer Parkin member _of an m<
fluential lnmIly, sybll Saunders, V
:Ar netl:-e:'s is anxased u: oln
n
Nl‘ht" on Gull lllnnd on the MAlna.
coast. In the company are :Sybil's
bosom trlend Anne Anne's

Lracy
ung wastrel;
Stokes, an nctor lnhtuu!ed with Sybil.

HA PTER 1.—After the play, which
hit, Wally Shine, o(tlcla.l

earns
Jjealousy, . professional and olherwlse.

Ci di-
rector of the play,’ and Anne ‘fracy’s

spying on Sybil in an_effort to learn

an
e Park-| never
enlnl is not

t and her bod,
tide that

CHAPTER " V.—Flora Stokes tells
Bassett she saw_ Sybil shot But dt‘ld
noti-

Flora gives her evi-

|
the
Rawson and Bassett,
that
l‘lorn Stokes is the gumy person, the

ealousy.
lhe sound
of a crash in the living room makes

vi Tracy,
shocked at her friend’s awful death,
Remember-
ing his rage against Sybil, and re-
.alizing she is not sure he left the
island, her imagination pictures him

him of the close watch kept, she de-
scends to the living room. There she

ownstairs for a book, and her ex-

Start East:

HE night search of the island
had given up nothing and a day-
hght exploration was set for the
however,
Rawson wanted to go through Miss
which by orders

sun,

ting for her entrance.
of feminine occupation
the men and
held them chilled on the threshold.

‘the fragrance of her passing habi-
in ghostlike
sweetness after the living presence:

Rawson moved first, shaking off
He looked into the open
wardrobe trunk, completely packed
“Going to
he sald,
touching it with his index finger.
He pulled out the drawers and ran
his eye over their contents. A gray
crepe’ dress lay across the foot of

gar-
“These,” he said,
“weré the clothes left out to wear.”
He could see
Sybil in the gray dress with her
hair a golden’ fluff below the Eage
She had worn
way up and ‘been
pleased when he had admired her

The dressing table was the only
reom that her neat
arranging hand had not touched.
litter of
jars,

a pair.of long
Williams picked up

. COMDNAT iy e BODDS-MERML 0

THE LEADING LADY % % %'% trunk in the corner caught hls at-

'UB.-—~While despondent ovgrhenuon and Bassett explained it

hldlnzafhle‘rdﬂmo. Jim|was young Tracy’s trunk, which
sel

| his sister was to'take back to New
! York with her.

Beyond that the hnll ran into the
gallery, passing under an arch of
carved wood. They traversed it,
looking down into the richly colored
expanse of the room below, pnd
fared on under a companion arch
into the last stretch of the. hall.
At. the stairhead Rawson halted.

“Only two flights connecting with
this floor, the one in the front by
the library and this. Now the top
story—how do .you get to that?”
Bassett showed them a staircase
He had

13

is|
at the end of the hall

b s his enmity toward Sybil.

tokes telll Sybil he has news of Jim
he necessary.
n a
all summer "house near the main |

a

assembled |

50

-

Bassett Showed Them a Stalrcase
at the End of the Hall.

some one, Mrs. Cornell he thought,

had. It was the servants’ quarters

and had not been occupied during !

in

dimly sees Joe and warns him not to| thur stay, Miss Pinkney and her
try to escape. He disappears, and in|help hfving had rooms on the
her agitation she knocks over a lamp. | gajlery.
She tells the three men she came N

Later on they
up there,

ness now.
all this sea
mality, -and they descended the
stairs, conferring together. It was
their purpose to ‘keep 'Stokes and
his wife from any possibility of
private communication.. Shine had
been delegated to stay bégide one
or the other of them, and so far
they had made no attempt to get
together. Their amenability added
to Williams' suspicion and it was
his suggestion that they should
bring Stokes with them on their
hunt.  When that was‘finished they
planned taking Mrs. Stokes to the
place of the murder and making
her rehearse just what she had
seen.

Starting from the Point they ex-
plored ' the island foot by foot,
seouting across the open expanses
where a rabbit could hardly have
hidden and prying into the hollows
and rifts of.the boulders on the
shore. The path that followed the
bluff’s edge, making. a detour round
the ravines, yielded neither trace
nor:sign. The little amphitheatre,
sunk in ifs green cup; lay open to
their eyes as they stood "on ‘its
brink. = They walked ~among the
stone seats, seamed with a vyelvet
padding of mogs, and gathered up.
a few programs, a pair of woman'’s
gloves, and a necklace of blue
beads.,

That brought them to the end,
The house had no outbuildings;
garages, barns and sheds were in
the village across @ the - channel.
There was no one ‘in hiding on the
island.

They found Flora,' Shine and, Mrs,
Cornell in the balcony. - As they
came up ‘Flora looked at them and
then avérted her glance ds if in
proud  determination to show no

would tuke a look
the island was their busi-
According to Williams,

T,

a

a

been up there himself, but-

hing was merely a jfor-’

curiosity.
to

her

cheeks,
were a vivid rose color. The high

Rouge had been applied

~and

her dry lips

In the central
compartment were three five-dollar
bills and in the gold purse one dol-
and’ thirty-five cents in coin,
**This couldn’t have been all the

“y
haven't that
All

of
intended

The
the bathroom
contained a few toilet articles and
a nightgown and negligee hanging

re-
moved that morning by Miss Pink-

tints showed ghastly on her with-
ered skin, but her dark eyes were
scintillant with an -avid burning
vitality, It was like a face still
holding the colors and hot warmth
of youth suddenly, stricken by un-
timely age.

Williams, * halting at the foot of
the steps, told her what they want-
ed—her position and Miss Saun-
ders' at the time of the shooting,
going over the ground- and making
dt clear to them, She rose alertly
with a quick understanding nod—
she would be glad to, it was her
| carnest desitg to be of help to them
in any way she, could; Rawson

e

ping her mnow and then with

er

question,  Stokes stood back "a.tcll-1
ing, his face in the searching day- date" sahl Williams, “and broke inStokes,”

light smoothly yellow nke a face
of wax.

Willlams’ questions were many
and pointed, and it soon became
evident to Bassett what he had in

actions did not account for the
length of time she had been on
the shore. Whether she saw it
or not he could not tell; checked in
her story she would answer pa-
tiently, reiterating her first state-
ment that her stunned condition
hatl robbed her of the power of
thought or motion. But he was
sure Stokes had grasped the.trend
of the query; he drew nearer, his
flexible lips working, the hand
hanging at his side clenching and
unclenching., Once he essayed to
speak, a hoarse sound throttled in
escape, It pierced the strained at-
tention she was giving her ques-
tioners and, for the first time, she
hesitated and fumbled for words.

When it was over and they re-
turned to the house Stokes dropped
to her side and rdrew her hand
through his -arm. She dropped
against him; her narrow body
looked nerveless, as if but for his
support it would have crumpled
and sunk, But he planted his feet
with a hard defiance, each step
drew a ringing echo from the rocks
and he held his head high. Bas-
sett, following them, noted his rigid
carriage, and when he turned his

that of a winded horse.

When lunch was over Willlams
and Rawson took up the trail
again. They were now going to

especially the summer house, from
which a path fed to the summit of
the bluff whence Sybil had fallen,
Bassett, who had hoped to get a
word to Anne, was bidden to join
thgm and the three left the house,
step by step tracing the passage of
the dead girl.

. - They began with the pine grove.
Needles carpeted "the ground, slip-
pery smooth,” a beaten . trail wind-
ing between the tree trunks. Be-
vond it the path ascended the bare
slope to the summer house, a small,
;six-sided building, covered by a
" thick growth of Virginia creepers
that swathed its rustic shape. In
four of its walls the vines, matted
into a mantle of green, had been
cut away to form windows. The
other two sides héld the entrances,
"|one giving 'on-the path that de-
scended to the pine grove, one to
its contizuation to the Point. A
circular seat ran round the walls.
and a table in the same bark-
covered wood was the only movable
piece of furniture. This was drawn
up against the seat at one side.
Rawson moved it out as the other
Itwo ran exploring eyes over the
}\\ulls, the ¥vor-sills, and the floor
of wooden planking upon which a
few leaves were scattered.

“Here,” he cried suddenly, “what's
this?” and drew from a - crevice
where the logs crossed, some scraps
luf a coarse gold material.

He held them up against the
111ght of the opening—three short
strands of what might have been
! the gilt strings used to tie Christ-
mas packages..

“What do you know about this?”
he said, offering them to Bassett's
Baze.

Bassett looked, and Williams
with craned neck and lifted brows
looked too. They were exactly of
a length, broken filaments of thread
| attached to the end of each.
“They’ve been torn -off some-
|lhing." Rawson indicated the
threads, “caught in that joint of the
table legs and pulled off. Did she
have anything like this on her
dress anywhere, a trimming or—'"

“Fringe,” Bassett interrupted,
“the fringe on her sash.”

“Ah!” Rawson could not hide his
exultation. “Now we've got some-
thing we can get our teeth into.”

“Yes.” Bassett took the pieces
and - studied them in the light.
“That's what it is. She wore a
wide sash round her waist with
ends that hung down edged with
gold fringe. This is a bit of it

“Well,” said Williams, “that's a
starter anyhow. She was in here.”

Rawson ‘sat on the “bench and
drew* the table into its former po-
sition.

“It no* only proves she was in
here, but it ,proves a good deal
more, This is the way she was,
with the table as we found it close
in front. of her. The ends of her
cash would have been in contact
with the table, legs. Now she
jumped up .quickly—do you get
that? 1If she'd gone slow or had
time to think she'd have felt the
pull and unloosed the sash—but
she sprang up, didn't notice.” He
looked from one to the other, his
lean face alight.

“Frightened,” said Bassett.

“So’ frightened she didn’t feel it,
and moved with such force she tore
the fringe ‘off. . That scare took
her up from the seat and sent her
flying through the doorway for the
Point.”

“Hold on" now,” said Willigms.
“If she was ‘a8 scared ag 'that, why
didn't she go for the house, whexe
there were people?’

“Because she was too scared to
think. Some one with a pistol was
on the other side of the table”” He
rose and wept to the entrance fac-
ing the Point. ‘“And
with the pistol shot at her from
here—winged her as she ran.” He
turned _to Bassett, “That's why
you saw no, one when you looked
out after you first heard the shot.
The murderer -was in her( lylng
low.”

““Yes.” Bussntl thought lmck over
the moment when he had sfood in
the, living room doorway. . “That's
the only place he could have been
or P'd have seen hi But  they

on ‘the door. Obviously a place noticed that she did not look at hey wouldn’t ‘have beérf any time to-
“swept - clean. for a- coming de- husband * but - kept her  eyes on [gether—couldn't have had a quar-
parture by one who ‘had’ no pre- Williams' with an intent’ frowning {rél or a scéne, According to Mrs.
monition that that departure would |centration, moving her hedd in Cornell it was .only six or seven
be final. agreement with’ ‘his  instructions. | minutes after she saw Sybil go out
They ~passed out and along the At thé shore she, was eager: to{that she ‘heard. the . shot. !That
hall, Rawson *wanting to see the explaint gverything, took her place would give them only two. or ﬂne(
disposition of the passages and|on the path where she had been | minutes ‘in here,”,
stairs. At the door next to Miss| when she saw Sybil appear on.the “Time enough to draw a gun nnd
Saunders' he stopped, asking ho | other side of the hollow, Her ren- |back it up with a few sentences.
oceupied that room. It was vi dering of the scene was graphic|It bears out what I've thought from
now, but it had been Joe Traci and given with much caveful de-|the start—not an accidental mee
He opened the door and looked in |tail. The men, grouped about, fol. |ing, but a daté, to which the woman
upon another chintz-hung chamber, lowed her indicating hand, utop-|cunw unsuspecting and the other

person to kill"
“Then Mrs. Stokes got on to that

mind—that her explanation of her |’

profile, the wide ‘nostril spread like |,

direct their attention to the Polnt,|

the  person |
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Peerles s new scientific washing process,
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of infallible fabric tests for your protection,

clothes and their colors
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Starc

Feather. Renovation

i“Per pound
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Laundry

‘Main Office
AXridge 9161
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'Ilunadomwid
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combinntion of fine appenunce,

world’s
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Delivered Prices in! Learn

1606 Cabrillo Ave., Torrance

1Ton Track

Lty 755 .omy—plus the public’ eonﬁdenceln

1.Ton Track The Chevrolet Truck is of
it s S pds Gt
Fiin, every
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Check Chevrolet If you use trucks in your business come

evetytypeofunr.

TORRANCE MOTOR CO.

Salesroom at DAY AND NIGHT GARAGE

WORLD'S  LOWEST - PRICED GEAR-SHIFT ~ TRUCK

or yourself why Chevrolet
has proved so satisfactory

Phone 127

on it, And there's only one peruon‘

that date could 'have been with—
Stokes.” 3

Bassett's nerves were raw with
strain and anxiety, - This reitera-
tion of a rendezvous with Stokes
maddened him, 4

“But it couldn't have been. I've
told you. I knew Miss Saunders
well. I know wthat she felt about
the man, and besides I have the
evidence of my own eyes that she
avoided him in. every way she
could. Make an  appointment .to
meet him alone! She'd as soon
an appointment with Satan.”

ither of the men answered him

» moment. Rawson was im-

sed; he had formed a  high
opinion of the director's candor
and truthfulness and his words
weighed ‘with bim.

“I zo a good deal by what you
say, Mr, Bassett, and as to lll!}s
meeting of which I'm convinced—
whom it was with I don't know.
Williams here has made up his
mind and wovked out his case, I
don't agree with him. I believé
Mrs. Stokes is  telling the truth.
What sl says hangs together all

ht.
thing is possible,
she's guilty."

That shé may know some-
but I don't think

heat. ‘“There's nobody else .it
could be.”

Rawson considered before he
spoke:

“I don't see Stokes as deliberately
n*uxderlng theé woman he was in
love with. That's generally an act
of impulse, sudden desperation.
And* there was no impulse here.
Careful premeditation—the stealing
of the revolver, luring her to the
summer house, the threats or rage
when she got here that made her

fly. It's more like the workings
of revenge than the act of blind
passion. Stokes doesn’t look to me

the kind of man that would kill so
carefully. He's too soft”
"Then' who was it Williams
exclaimed. “Somebody killed her.”
Rawson moved toward the door-

‘That's about all I'm willing to
agree to at present, But I'd like
to see Stokes again, He and his
wife may kdow more than they say
~—I don't deny that—-but she's got a
better nerve than he has, We'll get
him into the library and have a
whack ‘at him,”

(To Be Cnntmuad)

Everything in buihlnu,' materials.
Consolidated Lumber Co--Adv,

|For-

Over the top
of the Hill-

to Wﬁat?
Under present crowd-
ed conditions, with
millions of new cars

being built, ost
anything may happen.
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“Then you must think it's

sald Willlams With some
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PROSSONAL
DIRECTORY

BPR. C. W. ALLEN
Chiropractar
Graduate Palmer School
Neurocalometer Service
Aeeing: 1387 F1 Prado, Torratios
Poomes: Office, 100-W
Residence, 98-R

Pt )

BR. C. L. INGOLD

Optometrist
COMPLET]L OPTICAL SERVIDIE
1603 Cabrillo Ave.

Phon. 167-R Torranes

Dr. Norman A. Leake
Physician and Surgeon
Office, First National Bank Bldg.
Telephone 90

Residence, 1626 Marcelina Ave.
Telephone 13-M

ELSIE TEAL

Concert Pianist and Teacher
* of Piano

1304 Portola Ave., Torrance
Telephone 254-J

J. R.JENSEN .
Attorney at Law

State Hxchange Bank Bldg.
Torrance, California
Phone ‘Torranee $

.. Lancaster
and Shidler

>HYS|CIANS AND SURGEO_
Phones
tfioe, 11 House, 16 and 118
Iffice, First National Bank Bldg.
Res,, Cor. Post and Arlingtosi
Torrance Californla

Physician and Surgeom

office, Levy Bldg., 1811 Sartor! Ave,
hones:
House, 187-J Office, 96
Torrance, Calif.

v
Dr. C. E. Hotchkiss
Chiropractor
X-Ray and Laboratory Servies
1811 Sartori Ave., Levy Bldg.
Phone 206 Torranes

DR. R. A. HOAG
DENTIST
New Edison Bldg.
1419 Marcelina Ave.
Just West of Postoffice
Complete X-Ray Service
Torrance Phone 198

DR. W. H. BRUCE

Osteopathy and
Light Ray Therapy

CASTLE APARTMENTS
1 Torrance, Calif. Phone 128

0. E. Fossum
Dentist -
X- Ray Service
Hours
Ma m. tobp m.

i
Sam Levy Bldg.
1311 Sartori Ave.
Phone 186—Torrance Calif.

PERRY G. BRINEY

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

110 First National Bank Bldg.
Phone 169

You will like—
LOS ANGELES
Better if You Stop at

*'Get the Hayward Habit""

New Million Dollar Annex
550 Comfortable Rooms

$2.00 per day up without bath
$2.50 per day up with bath.

PERSONAL SERVICE

Popular Priced Coffee Shop
and Grill

WE CHECK YOUR CAR
AT THE DOOR

<

Dr. A. P. Stevenson

Jotel Jayward

SIXTH and SPRING STREETS




